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SAMUEL M. ISAACS.

A Tnbute of Regard.

N ANY of tbe readers of the Jewisnx MEEBEN:
'_ L4 ser will bave learned, ere lbe appeatance
of this issae, of the death of its Senior Editor,
B Rev. Samugr M. Isasos. This sad event ve-
W curced on Sundsy eveniog last, the 19th inst.
X 1t ig, bowever, not, as a journalist, nor in his con-
j_. pection with this paper, that the writer of these
R lines would speak of one whose nawe Is %o
B widely koowp aud reepected, ue to have beonme
Y (amiliar a5 & hoosehold word. e had otber
N and bigher claims on our regard, which will loog

survive the grave, and cause his loss to be
B mourned as & national sorrow,

For nearly forly years he was engaged !o the
8 winistry; and uctil within a month of hie
 death, he fulfilled 1he duties of the dacred office.

yet he never ceased to devote himaelf faithfally
N and diligeotly to tue spiritusl wants of his fluck,
: Idleness was repugnsnt to his temperameni.
His'_rfiless disposition was never salisfled, un-

;_ less ha was actively employed in some good
g work, Bick or well, Lis ear was given lo the

3 plaint o_!*the upforiuea'e, his hand widely open
K to dispenss a. never-fiiling snccor.  Whilst he
I waa the kind couusellor of the erring, he was
J also the untlinching denouncer of wrong-doing-

N He lifted,op the bowed-down, he compusaiou;\
ated the weak, be eympathized wilth the afftict-
ed, he encourage:d the despondiog. Full of
¥ tend: roess and pity, no wourner ever listened.
to his vuice bat fult clieered and comforted, as
j Lis hipes were lorped to the Fount of eteral
f love ; no sioner but would be moved by the
| 'Lrilliog vtterances which came {rom the beurt’
 und went to the heart. s life became a bene
faclion to bis kiod, ss he rase to a conceplion of
 the sublime positicn ol being *‘a messenger of
| tbe Lord of Hoets.”

j-__ Though ke had- not latterly cccupisd the pulpit,-

Mr. Isascs owed most of his snccesa ss &
preacber of the Word to the implicit reliance
peop'e plsced oo his sturdy iotegrity, Eveo
those who diff. red Immméoncep-
tivn of religions duiies, accorded bim thorough
hopeaty of motive and principle. A vigorous
defender of Orlhodoxj'. e was consistent lo
avery act of Lis life, which reachied to pearls
seventy-five years.. His plety was beyond sll
question. Hypocrisy and intincerity were alto.
gether foreign to bie pature. He was honesty
personified, and eo gained the respect he erjuf-
ed, the gold-n opinions he wun from all kinds of
meon, ’ ' ' .
But whilst devoted 10 the pastoral care of bia
Congregation (Shaaray Tefila), bie did pot (all
iato the error of limiling'his exertions to this
single Beld of duty. He Lad lurger viewe, e
labored for Judwism. Cungregational obligativns
gave place to_the general weal of bis peop’e.
Heo was nuional io his very lnntincls Olosely

identifi d with our religwua lnlerests in all
public matters, he was long regarded s uleader,
in whose zea), firmoess, snd discretion, un.
bounded confidence could be reposed. Bensi.ive
to every stsanlt on the ancicnt citadel of our
Faith, he was ever the valiant and chivairio
<bampion of Judaism, ready to do battle in the
sscred canse, at any und every personsl sacrifice.
No euterprise of this kied ever foond him luke-
warm ot iedifferent. When the Mortars out
‘rage startled the conscience of the civilized
world, he was foremost in denouacing the inef-
faceable wrong, and was oconspicuons in ihe
‘public proceediogs which branded with infamy
the crime. DBut not satisfied that the ardor
evinced should die with theimmediate oocaslon,
his practical inind sought to utilize the national
feeling which had been elicited. He [oresaw
with remarksble presclence, that events would
ba constanily sarising calling for prompt and

energetic protest, and that the nececsity was



argent for the establishment of a permanent or-
gaoization to represent and defend the iuterula
in which American Judaism was largely ococ-
cerned. He impressed others with thess views. :
til}, at length, bis_restiess energy succeeded b
bringing together ove Sunday afternoon, at the
‘Cooper Instliute, representatives fromn various
congregstions of this and other citles; snd thus
sprang ioto belog the ** Board of Do]egam'-of
‘American Israelites,”

. The limits of this article wiil perinlt bat &
p;uing allusion to the charitable societles for
which he toiled, aud which to-day uwe much
dt their prosperity, poesibly of thelr exlstence,
to his eprnest and unfleggiog endeavors. We
most not, however, forget to mention how
loviogly his heart lﬁrnod towards the Holy
Laad, how deep aad pn.ctlcnl was his nympu.hy
for the miseries of those who inbabit herancieut
clties, and bodew Yer dust with their tears, -
;,, This tribote of regard’would be lacomplete
44 we owit one featars in our friend’s life, and:
yet we besitate from » sense of its delicacy. It

3! {s as the Husbund and the Father, tuat Lisapot-
N less life and bright example becarme yet more
& nobly Ipeirnctive, The bhome life was made

K attractive hy lts geniulity and harmony, aod
£ was adoroed with a purity, simplicily, aod ag

§ unaffected piety which illumined It with the

§ besuty of holiness, and crowned it with glory

n'.nd bonnr, Patriarchal in hLis charscter, no

B wonder that love aud veneration were the;willing
§ offeriogs whicl made a 8anctuary of his home,
g But these relations are too sacred to be peraded

| belore the public; snd we draw the curtain
j over the scene. The sorrow of & bereavel wils

Band childrea clains our symnpathy, which we
g offer most sincerely, as we mourn wilb them the
N losa thiey have aual_ained./Muy tbe Fatber of
N Mercies comfort and e‘ltreugtllen them | Samuel
$ M. Isancs hus gone, but be bas lcft a deathlese

f inheritance in the good' name which will not
soon be forgotten, It will live in the hearts of

d the maoy that hooored the fuce of the old man,
g whose example will long be cherisbed, whol'_%_'
§ memory will be valued and preserved an a price-
g less blessing.
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